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Book to Film Paper

The book titled Burn: a Detective Michael Bennett Thriller is the 7th installation in the book series by the name Michael Bennett by James Patterson and Michael Ledwidge. The series is a thriller that follows the life of an Irish American detective known as Michael Bennett, who is working in New York City. As a detective, Bennett’s mission is to solve matters associated with large criminal activities. Bennett also has ten adopted children whom he is devoted to raising and providing parental care. This series has been ranked as one of the bestselling detective series in the past two decades. In this particular book, Bennett is investigating criminal activities associated with a high society dining club that has been accused of involvement in outrageous practices such as cannibalism and ritual murder. This paper discusses how easy it would be to translate the book into a film, and which part would be more interesting than others. Apart from the ending part of Burn, most of the other parts would be easy to translate into film.

One of the parts that would be easy to translate into film is the opening parts, especially when Bennett returns home to New York City with his family. This would be a good introduction for the movie since it would enhance the continuity with the previous series. At that instance, it would be good to do a flashback of Bennett’s last mission that forced him to change his place of living. Essentially, Bennett involvement in an investigation involving a ruthless crime lord forced him to relocate from New York, since his victim had embarked on a vengeful mission. Out of fear for that revenge, Bennett and his family went into hiding. However, since the crime lord has been brought down for good, Bennett is now safe to return to New York. That flashback would help the audience to connect with the rest of the story and also provide a warm welcome to the new story. 

The beginning of the story to be investigating would also be a dramatic scene to adapt. After being back in New York City, Bennett gets involved with an unorganized Outreach Squad in Harlem. While working, he receives a strange call, where the man behind the phone claims that he has seen a group of elegant men holding a strange and suspicious party in an abandoned building. Bennett initially dismisses this man because he does not present any indications for an apparent crime and he also has no evidence to back his allegations. That scene would help to scale up the tension among the audience since they would be aware of the report the man is giving yet Bennett is here dismissing it. The drama would continue when a charred body is discovered in the very same building that the caller had mentioned to Bennett. This prompts Bennett to take the issue more seriously. The scene would form a transition for Bennett, as he enters into a massive criminal world of horrifying depravity.

It would also be challenging to film the authors’ introduction of cannibalism. Essentially, the book’s presents this topic as something disgusting and irrelevant. The way the authors introduce it does not complement the story because it takes the audience off for a bit. It appears as if the authors just included this topic for the sake of adventurousness. However, this topic is not well developed throughout the story, which makes the readers wonder why it was introduced in the first place. There is no need for presenting such a sensitive topic and leave it just hanging in there. Therefore, the filmmakers would have a hard time trying to make this story meaningful for the audience. This would require more creativity and financial investment to make the story more interesting.

One of the challenges that the adapters would meet while making the film is developing the characters for which the authors gave very little information. Many critics of this book have argued that it has an aspect of being anticlimactic (Andreeva). In essence, the authors leave the audience wondering if they just ran out of a storyline. There are many characters whose stories end abruptly, and this would give the filmmakers a big headache. According to (Wood), the fact that the authors of a book are not always present during its film adaptation makes the job difficult for the directors and scriptwriters. In essence, this task is left solely to the creativity of the filmmaking team, who must honor the source material and at the same time satisfies the audience. In this case, Patterson and Ledwidge left a difficult job for any filmmaker who wishes to make a film out of their book. In short, the plot flows very well and is full of dramatic and intriguing incidents except for the ending parts. 

It is as if the book stops abruptly since some characters disappear out of the story without a smooth flow of the plot. For instance, the new gang is developing superbly under the leadership of Mike, and then everything goes out of control. The readers neither know about Chrissy’s outcome nor the process that Mike goes through as he tries to circle back with the family. The authors leave us wondering whether Mike will remain on the special task or go ahead with the outreach program. Moreover, the audience does not know what happened to Roger, the Senator, as well as Starkie and Rylan, and their two partners in crime. The story of the diamonds is also left hanging as well as that of the dinner guests. These questions left the audience very unsatisfied because they are too many. Although the characters in the book are fascinating, the filmmakers would have a difficult job developing them and providing answers to their audience.  

The Micahel Bennett series is an excellent work of art, but this book is one of the less interesting ones. I have loved every book in the series, but this one was not as enjoyable as the rest. Much of the audience’s disappointment would emanate from how the book ends leaving them without really connecting with the characters. Although the book has various dramatic scenes that would be easy for the filmmakers to adapt, filling the gaps left by the authors would present the most challenging task. The authors seem to have run out of steam at some point in the story; otherwise, they would have produced a much more satisfying book.
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